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Organisation of Kata Competition: 

1. Kata competition takes the form of team and individual bouts.  Team matches consist of               

competition between three-person teams.  Each team is exclusively male or exclusively female.  The 

individual kata competition consists of individual performance in separate male and female           

divisions. 

2. The number of competitors will determine the number of groups to facilitate the elimination 

rounds. 

3. The elimination system used for kata is dividing the competitors in equal number groups of eight 

(with the exceptions explained for less than 11 or more than 32) and reducing the number per 

group to 4 passing on the to next round—until only two groups of competitors remains, whereupon 

the competitors with the highest score in each of the two respective groups are pitted against each 

other competing for 1st place (the loser taking 2nd place) and the competitors that have the second 

highest score in each of the two groups are pitted against the third highest score in the other groups 

to compete for the two 3rd places (bronze finals). 

  In the event that there are 3 or less competitors a single kata is performed to determine 1st 

 through to 3rd place. 

  With 4 competitors two groups of two are formed for the first round and the two winners 

 meet to compete for 1st while the two losers are placed 3rd. 

  With 5-10 competitors two groups are formed and the three highest scoring of each group go 

 on the med al matches.  The groups will then follow the normal procedure that the highest 

 scoring competitors for each group will compete for 1st and 2nd place—and number 2 will 

 meet number 3 from the other group and vice versa—unless there is only 5 competitors 

 total—in which case the number 3 competitor in the larger group will win his/her 3rd place on 

 bye (walk-over). 

  If the number of competitors is 11-24, two groups are formed.  After the first kata the 4 top 

 competitors form two groups of four after which the second kata will determine the ranking 

 for the 6 competitors (3 from each group) that will proceed to compete in the third round for 

 the medal in the normal manner. 

4. The same panel of judges must be deployed for all competitors in a group for any single round. 

5. There will be no repechage applied unless otherwise specifically determined for a competition. 

6. Individual competitors or teams that do not present themselves when called will be disqualified 

(KIKEN) from that category.  Disqualification by KIKEN means that the competitors are disqualified 

from that category, although it does not affect participation in another category. 
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7. In the bout for medals of Team kata competition, the teams will perform their chosen kata in the 

usual way.  They will then perform a demonstration of the meaning of the kata (Bunkai).  The total 

time allowed for the KATA and BUNKAI demonstration combined , is 5 minutes.  The official time-

keeper will start the countdown clock as the team members perform the bow upon starting the kata 

and will stop the clock at the final bow after the BUNKAI performance.  A team which does not    

perform the bow at the beginning and completion of the performance, or which exceeds the five 

minute period allowed will be disqualified.  The use of traditional weapons, ancillary equipment or 

additional apparel is not allowed. 

 

MANUAL ADAPTATION OF THE KATA JUDGING SYSTEM: 

 For competitions where the electronic kata judging system is not available the use of manual 

hand-held scoreboard will be used.  In such instances the signal to display the scoreboard will be given 

by the Chief Judge by blowing his/her whistle, and then giving a second signal of the whistle once the 

announcer has announced all the scores.  The seven or five judges for the judging panel is selected by 

the Tatami Manager or the Tatami Manager Assistant. 

 Furthermore, only one score is given to include both technical and athletic performance.  The 

Judges must themselves keep in mind that the performance should be weighed 70% for the technical       

performance and 30% for the athletic performance. 

 Any tie using a manual system will require having the competitors (or teams) in question perform 

an additional and different kata where the Judges will be obliged to differentiate their score to break 

the tie.   

 

The table below summarises the number of pools and groups according to number of competitors: 

Number of Competitors Number of Groups Number of Kata performed 

to win 

Competitors in the second 

round 

2 1 1 Zero (no second round) 

3 1 1 Zero (no second round 

4 2 2 Medal Bout (only for gold) 

5-10 2 2 Medal Bout 

11-24 2 3 8 competitors 

25-48 4 4 16 competitors 
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The Judging Panel: 

1 For each tatami, one Judge is designated as the Chief Judge and will assume the lead in conducting 

any required communication with the table staff and handle any unanticipated issue among the 

Judges. 

2 Furthermore, the organisers will provide Runners for each competition area familiar with the WKF 

Kata list to collect and record the chosen kata of the competitors before each round and bring the 

listing to the table staff.  The Tatami Manager is responsible for overseeing the operation of the 

Runner(s). 

3 When the number of Judges per panel is reduced to 5, only the highest and lowest score is          

eliminated from the total. 

4 All Judges are placed in a line in front of the official table. 

 

Assessment: 

1. In assessing the performance of a competitor or team, the Judges will evaluate the performance 

based on the two major criteria (technical performance and athletic performance). 

2. The performance is evaluated from the bow starting the kata until the bow ending the kata with the 

exception of team medal matches, where the performance, as well as the timekeeping starts at the 

bow at the beginning of the kata and ends when the performers bow after completing the Bunkai. 

3. Slight variation as taught by the Competitor’s style (Ryu-Ha) of Karate will be permitted. 

4. Competitors must perform a different Kata in each round.  Once performed a Kata many not be  

repeated—even if used as a tie-breaker.  Only kata from the WKF Kata List will be permitted. 

 

Point System: 

1. Technical Performance and Athletic Performance are given separate scores using the same scale 

from 5.0-10.0 in increments of .2, where 5.0 represents the lowest score possible for a kata that is 

accepted as performed and 10.0 represents a perfect performance.  A disqualification is indicated 

by a 0.0 score (for children under 14yrs a disqualified score is represented by 5.0) 

2. The system will eliminate the two highest and two lowest scores (where 5 Judges are used, only the 

highest and lowest scores will be eliminated) for respectively Technical Performance and Athletic 

Performance, and calculate the total score which is weighed 70% for technical performance and 

30% for athletic performance.  

3. Bunaki is to be given equal importance as the kata itself. 
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Resolving Draws: 

1 In the event that a competitor obtains the same number of points, the draw should be determined 

by performing an additional kata to determine which competitor’s result takes precedence over the 

other. 

2 Draws are only required to determine which competitor will go on the to next round—or to          

determine the result of a medal contest. 

3 Although scores in the tie-break match determine the result of the draw, the original score is       

retained in the record.  The score given for the extra kata performed to resolve the draw is not used 

for changing the order of other competitors qualified in the round. 

 

Operation of Matches: 

1 The competitors or teams are assigned in groups of eight per competition area. 

2 Before each round the competitors or teams must submit their chosen kata to the assigned        

Runners whom will relay the information to the table staff. 

3 At the start of each round the competitors or teams will line up at the match area perimeter facing 

the Judges.  (A round is to be understood as one performance of all the competitors of a group).  

Following the bows, initially ‘SHOMEN NI REI’ and subsequently, ‘OTANAI NI REI’, the competitors 

will then step back out of the match area. 

4 When called each competitor or team will step up to the starting point for the Kata. 

5 The starting point for the performance is anywhere within the perimeter of the competition area. 

6 After the bow the competitor must announce clearly the name of the kata that is to be performed 

and then start the performance. 

7 At the end of the performance, which is defined as the final bow in the kata, the competitor must 

wait for the announcement of the evaluation, bow and then leave the tatami. 

8 At the end of each round, all the competitors of that group will line up—the table staff will           

announce the top competitors that will pass to the next round.  The competitors will then bow and 

leave the mat. 

9 Only the top 3 competitors of each of the two groups will go to the medal bouts. 

 

In the event that further clarification of the rules are required, please 

refer to ONAKAI’s Referee Commission and/or the WKF Rules 

(version effective from 1.1.2019). 
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Layout of Competition area: 

7 or 5 Judges: 
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